Percnon gibbesi is the most invasive decapod species to enter the Mediterranean Sea. A single specimen was photographed off the Israeli coast in 2009. In the past couple of years specimens, including ovigerous females, of this plagusiid crab were reported from several Israeli locations, suggesting the presence of a self-sustaining population in the southeast Mediterranean.
Introduction
Percnon gibbesi (H. Milne ) is a widely distributed Atlantic crab inhabiting the shallow rocky infra-littoral zone (Manning and Holthuis 1981) . This crab was first collected in the western Mediterranean in the summer of 1999 from Linosa Island and the Balearic Islands (Relini et al. 2000; Garcia and Reviriego 2000; Mueller 2001) . Later records attest its spread eastwards: in 2004 in Jabal Aghdar province, Libya (Elkrwe et al. 2008) ; in 2005 it was recorded from Crete and Antikythira, Greece (Cannicci et al. 2006) as well as from Uç Adalar, Tekirova-Antalya, Turkey (Yokes ad Galil 2006) ; in 2006 in Larnaca, Cyprus (Katsanevakis et al. 2011); and in 2010 in El Heri, Lebanon (Katsanevakis et al. 2011) and from Alexandria, Egypt (Azzurro et al. 2011) . Most everywhere the species formed thriving populations in an amazingly short space of time (Cannicci et al. 2004; Deudero et al., 2005; Katsanevakis et al. 2011) . A single specimen was photographed off the northern Israeli coast in 2009 (Katsanevakis et al. 2011 ) yet off the wellmonitored Israeli coastline, there were no subsequent reports until the last few years.
Results and discussion
A specimen of P. gibbesi was photographed at Rosh HaNikra Nature Reserve (33. The habitat of P. gibbesi along the Israeli coast, in common with previous observations (Deudero et al. 2005) , is the shallow subtidal rocky shore exposed to heavy wave action, among boulders and algae. Yet, such habitats are limited: the greatest part of the Israeli coast is sandy, owing to the Nilotic sediments transported northwards from the Nile delta by the prevailing inner shelf and wave-induced longshore currents (Emery and Neev 1960) . tracked its introduction to this area. As Rosh Haniqra-Akhziv nature reserves are popular with divers and the general public, it is unlikely that a resident population of a relatively large, conspicuously-coloured crab scrambling over littoral rocks would have escaped attention. The recently recorded specimens indicate the presence of a population off Northern Israel, and the recorded ovigerous female suggests the possibility of a self-sustaining resident population.
